Endotracheal migration of a central venous catheter.
Subcutaneous infusion ports for prolonged central venous access are commonly used for drug administration and parenteral nutrition in a wide range of chronic diseases. The extensive use of these devices has to be balanced against its complications, some of which potentially life-threatening. We describe the case of a patient admitted to our unit with haemoptysis and cough. At bronchoscopy the tip of the central venous catheter was discovered protruding into the tracheal lumen. The catheter was pulled out from the subcutaneous pouch under simultaneous surgical control of the tracheal fistula orifice.